Elements of Fiction
English Language Arts 8
The elements of fiction are the ingredients writers use to develop a story and its theme.  Identifying these elements can help classify works into genre and, more importantly, give clues to the writer’s intentions.
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Plot

In fiction, a plot or storyline refers to the ordering of the events and actions of a story, particularly towards the achievement of some particular artistic or emotional effect. In other words it's what mostly happened in the story.

Plot includes:
· Exposition – background, setting, characters & initial incident. 

· Rising action (complication) – development of conflict

· Climax (or turning point) – high point of conflict.
· Falling action  - During the falling action, the conflict between the protagonist and the antagonist unravels, with the protagonist winning or losing against the antagonist.
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Dénouement (resolution) – the loose ends are tied up.
Setting
Setting identifies the where and when in a story.  
Physical setting- Where

Chronological setting- When
Climate- physical (weather) emotional, or political
Characterization

Characterization refers to how characters are developed (or made believable) in fiction. Characters are usually presented through their actions (what they do), dialogue (what they say/what others say about them), and thoughts, as well as by description (how they are physically described by the author). Characterization can regard a variety of aspects of a character, such as appearance, age, gender, educational level, vocation or occupation, financial status, marital status, social status, cultural background, etc.

Conflict
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Conflict gives purpose to the action in a narrative.  Conflict is the force worked against when seeking resolution.

External- Human vs. human, human vs. nature, and human vs. supernatural are some examples.

Internal- Internal conflict occurs within characters personalities as he or she struggles with choices and temptations.

Mood

Mood refers simply the feeling created by or within a certain text.  The mood for a story like August Heat might be something like confused, disoriented or eerie.  
Literal vs. Figurative Words


Literal meaning:  The actual or dictionary meaning of a word.
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Eg.  Heart literally means the muscle 

which circulates blood through our bodies. 
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Figurative:  what is implied by a word beyond its literal meaning.  
Figurative words are often used to create mood in a story.


Eg.  Heart represents love.

Symbols/Symbolism
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Symbols are objects, characters, colors or other concrete representations of ideas, concepts, or abstract ideas.  For example, in the United States, Canada, Australia and Great Britain, a red octagon is a symbol for the traffic sign meaning "STOP".   Symbolism and figurative language are closely related. 

Narrative Point of View 
In storytelling, point of view is the perspective from which the story is told.

3 types of Narrative Point of View:

· 1st Person - In a first person narrative, the narrator (storyteller) is a character in the story.  Sentences contain “I, me, my, we, etc.”
· 3rd Person Limited – In third person limited narration, the narrator is not a character in the story and though they see most of the action, they only understand from one characters thoughts and feelings.  

· 3rd Person Omniscient - In third person omniscient narration, the narrator sees everything and knows each characters thoughts and feelings.
Theme

In literature, a theme is a broad idea in a story, or a message or lesson conveyed by a work. This message is usually about life, society or human nature. Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work. Themes are usually implied rather than explicitly stated.

A theme is not the same as the topic or plot of a work. For example, the subject of Green Eggs and Ham  is "green eggs and ham are well worth eating, no matter the location". The theme might be "have an open mind".

* Plot is what happens in the story.  

*Theme tells us the life lesson that the story is intended to communicate.

