Art Level 2
Course Outline 2016-2017
Instructor: Mr. Spencer

Welcome to Art Level 2.  Like level 1, this course has been designed to help you see, interpret, and make sense of visual material.  Our goal will be to think and behave like artists.  Whether you have taken art courses before or not, you will grow in your skill and appreciation of art.
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Attitude:  This program’s focus is to help students develop an appreciation for all works of art, including their own.  This will require real work, study, and a positive attitude from everyone.  Respect for all work is expected.  Keep all comments constructive and supportive.
Behavior:  Students are expected to:

· Respect the work and ideas of others.

· Work within your own space

· Clean up their area and common areas 

· Bring a pencil

· Care for the tools and materials in the art lab

Modules:

In Art Level 2 you will move through different media, techniques, and forms.  We will attempt to complete 3 modules this term with a fourth and/or fifth module of your choosing.  Modules have more than one component and may require the submission of a number of works for assessment.  You will also have some choice within the modules as to the direction that your artwork will take.

Art Level 2A
In this first term of level 2, students will build on the experiences in drawing, painting, and sculpting from level 1.  Students will create positive and negative space illustrations using pencil and graphite powder.  We will design and draw complex perspective drawings using one and two-point perspective in interior and exterior spaces.  Students will also create pop art paintings of 3 dimensional objects using value and color to create optical illusions in their work.  Working in sculpting mediums, students will explore architecture and design  buildings inspired by nature.
Art Level 2B
In this second term of level 2, students will continue to explore drawing, painting, and sculpting techniques.  We will use value and basic shape to construct comic book illustrations. Pencil crayon techniques will be applied to compositions in realistic and imaginative ways. We will examine portraiture and experiment with color and shading to impact the mood presented in our paintings.  Students will examine the artwork of Chuck Close and use a grid to achieve greater levels of realism in their compositions.  Students will sculpt natural forms in clay, stone, or other three dimensional media.
Themes and Techniques in Art Level 2 A and B 

801- The reduction of complex subjects into basic forms and shapes.  Learning to see these shapes in complex images enables the artist to render amazingly accurate drawings.  Disney characters are a perfect starting place to develop this skill.
802- Perspective drawing, or technical drawing, is where the magic of drawing takes place.  The transformation of a two dimensional paper into a three dimensional space is easier than you may think.  Using line, vanishing point, and a ruler you can guide your designs to mimic what your eye perceives in the real world.

803- Changing, transforming, or morphing one subject into another so that the change is gradual and hardly noticeable is visual magic.
804- Artists must look.  They must see more than the average person sees when examining an object to draw, paint, or sculpt.  Select an object, then study its angles, details, and qualities in ways never imagined.

805- Plaster, cardboard, or paper.  Working in three dimensions can be challenging but rewarding.  The materials available to you can give your imagination the tools it needs to create amazing objects of art.
806- Ink can be a powerful bold media to work with.  It creates lines that stand out in sharp contrast from the white of a blank page.
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807- People are interesting.  Go to the mall and you will see what I mean.  Explore portraiture to create realistic drawings and paintings of the human face in its various capacities.  You will get people looking at your art work just to see if they recognize anyone they know.

808- Study the work of a famous painter.  Want to reproduce their style?  But you have no access to expensive, messy oils.  No problem.  Pastels have freed artists from their studios.  Use pastels like the masters to create bold new colors and scenes like never before.

809- Repetition and reproduction are key principles of design.  Modern tools like the computer allow us to take traditional print making for granted.  Print making can, however, create exciting works that require patient dedication of the artist to produce.  When completed, reproductions are simple to create for all to enjoy.

810- Trace with a brush and paint through clear plastic film instead of paper.  Release the colors in acrylic paint through light and let your images live.

Course Evaluation:
Each module will be assessed on several criteria.  Students will have the opportunity to assess their own work prior to submission using the same scoring rubric.  All modules are due on a specific class period and must be complete at this time.  Students may upgrade their module within 5 days of receiving it back.  This can be done after school or at lunch if arrangements are made with their instructor.

Safety:

You are more than welcome to prepare your work space and continue working on your modules as soon as you enter the classroom.  Do not use any materials or tools that you have not been instructed how to use it safely.  Should you desire a unique tool or material, please ask your instructor as some items may not be safe if used incorrectly.

Resources:

Space, materials, and instructor time are stretched to allow as many people the opportunities in Art Level 2 as possible.  Please ask if you need anything and we will find a solution if possible.  If you have a question or a need, keep working on another aspect of your module or work until it can be addressed by your instructor.
