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English Language Arts 9 

Course Outline 2016/2017
Mr. Haugjord & Mr. Spencer
E-mail:
kevin.haugjord@gshare.blackgold.ca
darren.spencer@gshare.blackgold.ca
Overview:
Welcome to English Language Arts 9 for your final year of junior high school.  This year your focus will be on exploring and creating English language texts through the six language arts: listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and understanding.  The goal of this course is to help students use language effectively to enhance opportunities to experience personal satisfaction and to become responsible, contributing citizens and lifelong learners.

The course will be divided into the following 10 Units:
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1. The Basics (Sept. 2016)
· Review of the fundamentals of Grammar, Word Usage and Punctuation.

· Writers’ Workshop – Drafting, editing and revising.
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Peer/self-assessment using rubrics and exemplars. 
2. How to succeed in the world of Business.  (Oct.  2016) 
· Students create a personal resume and cover letter.

· Students create and revise a variety of business letters.
3.
 Non-fiction (Nov. 2016)
· Analyze issues in non-fiction texts 

· Express and support position on issues
4.
  Novel Study # 1: Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol (Nov.- Dec.  2016)

· Review the structure of the novel through Dickens’ classic tale.

· Novel study will culminate with an excursion to view the Citadel Theatre’s exceptional production of A Christmas Carol on December 13, 2016.
5.
 Short cuts ( Dec. 2016- Feb. 2017)

· Discover the power of well written short prose.

· Improve reading comprehension by examining several works of short fiction.
· Learn basic scriptwriting conventions through reading a variety of plays.

6. 
Written and illustrated by . . . (Mar.- Apr. 2017)
· Students explore narrative writing.

· Write and illustrate your own hard cover story book.
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7.  Roses aren’t always red. (Apr.  2017) 
· Exploring and responding to various poetic forms and conventions.

· Creating and revising a portfolio of students’ own poetry
8. Say it with an Essay (Apr. – May 2017)

· Explore the basics of thoughtfully constructed, effective essays.

· Writing and revising essays on a variety of subjects.
· Personal response essay.

9. Novel Study #2 – Touching Spirit bear  (May. 2017)

· Review the structure of the novel.

· Read and respond to your choice of several teacher approved novels. 
Review/Exam Prep. (Jun. 2016)

· Students will review course materials in preparation for Provincial Achievement Exams in both Writing and Reading Comprehension.
Note: Dates for the above units are general guidelines and may vary according to student needs and progress.
Course Materials:

· Three ring binder with loose leaf paper

· Writing instruments (dark blue or black pen and pencil only).  

· Coloured pencil crayons

· Coloured highlighters

· Various project specific materials throughout the year

Course Resources:

· Textbook – Sight Lines 9

· Selected readings provided by Mr. Spencer and Mr. Haugjord throughout the school year. 
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Course Evaluation: 
Course Work Grades:


Assignments

70%


Assignment Codes:


Reading  = R
Writing = W
Listening = L

Viewing = V
Speaking = S
Representing = REP
Quizzes & Exams
30%

Final Grade: 

Course Work

70%


Mid Term 

10%


Final Exam*

20%

*The E.L.A. 9 Provincial Achievement Exam (Parts A & B) will be counted equally (50% each) as your final exam grade. 
Hand-in Format

Most writing assignments are expected to be typed.  If you wish to submit handwritten work, please check with your teacher well in advance of the due date.

Typed work should be formatted as follows:

· Font size 12

· Times New Roman

· Double spaced
Homework & Missed assignments:
Students who require assistance, have questions or want extra help are encouraged to see us as soon as the need arises. Do not wait until the day of a quiz or test, or the beginning of class when an assignment is due to seek help. 

When a student is absent, it is his/her responsibility on return to school to check with the teacher to find out what work was missed. 

We are happy to accommodate absences for extra-curricular activities or family vacations provided students discuss these with us in advance. 

All assignments MUST be completed.
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Missed quizzes and tests must be made up immediately after returning from an excused absence.
Students are expected to check the school website and/or Google Classroom regularly to ensure assignments are completed on time.
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