Poetic Devices
ELA 8 – Mr. Spencer
Figurative language uses "figures of speech" - a way of saying something other than the literal meaning of the words. For example, "All the world's a stage"

  

Metaphor A figure of speech in which a comparison is made between two things essentially unalike.  

Examples: The sea is memory. 

Simile A figure of speech in which a comparison is expressed by the specific use of a word or phrase such as: like, as, than, seems or as if.   Examples: Mr. Spencer cried like a baby when he watched “Second Hand Liions”.
  

Symbol A thing (could be an object, person, situation or action) which stands for something else. Example:  A maple leaf
Personification A type of metaphor in which distinct human qualities, e.g., honesty, emotion, volition, etc., are attributed to an animal, object or idea.   Examples: The clock stared at me throughout the exam
  

Hyperbole A bold, deliberate overstatement not intended to be taken literally, it is used as a means of emphasizing the truth of a statement.  Example: David runs lightning fast
    

Irony Verbal irony when an expression used is the opposite of the thought in the speaker's mind.   Dramatic irony the audience knows a detail that a character himself is unaware. Situational Irony  is when a situation occurs which is quite the reverse of what one might have expected. 

  

Alliteration Repetition of the initial consonant sound in a line of writing.  Examples:  The blue bayou bulged with the recent rain.

Assonance  The repetition of vowel sounds to create internal rhyming.

Consonance  The repetition of the same consonant two or more times in short succession, as in "pitter patter" all mammals named Sam are clammy
Onomatopoeia  Words that imitate sounds

Pun  A form of word play which suggests two or more meanings.  Forgetting your homework is just like playing golf: you are trapped in one bad lie after another
Juxtaposition is the act or placement of two things (usually abstract concepts) near each other.
Allusion  A figure of speech that makes a reference to, or a representation of, people, places, events, literary work, myths, or works of ar
/14
Poetic Devices
	Type of Figurative Language
	[image: image1.png]


Your Unique Examples

	Metaphor


	

	Simile


	

	Personification


	

	Hyperbole


	

	Allusion

	


Response to Poetry

Use your textbook, Crossroads 8, and select one poem to complete the following response to poetry.

Title of poem:

Author of poem:

Page number:

Main Idea: Write a full main idea statement (Which can be up to a short paragraph in length) that communicates what you feel is the truth about life that the poet is trying to capture.  5 Mks.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Identify the poetic devices that are used in the poem (give two).  4 mks.

Passage:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Poetic Device: ______________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Passage:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Poetic Device: ______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
Assessment:
	3
	4
	5

	Ideas are appropriate and description of the poem’s main idea is adequate.  Relevant support is presented in enough detail for the purpose of the assignment.  Tone is appropriate and generally maintained.
	Ideas are thoughtful and the description of the poem’s main idea is engaging.  Significant support is presented in detail.  Tone is appropriate and clearly maintained.
	Ideas are perceptive and the description of the poem’s main idea is clear and effective.  Precise detail enhances and supports response.  Tone is skillfully maintained.

	Words and expressions are generally accurate and effective.  Writing shows basic control of correct sentence structure and mechanics.  Errors occasionally impede meaning.
	Words and expressions are usually accurate and effective.  Writing demonstrates competent control of sentence structure and mechanics.  Errors rarely impede meaning.
	Words and expressions are consistently accurate and effective.  Writing demonstrates confident and consistent control of sentence structure and mechanics.  Errors do not impede meaning.


Scores of 1 or 2 indicate poor or limited responses.

Scores of 0 indicate that no measurable attempt has been made to respond to the writing promp.

Enter This Deserted House

But please walk softly as you do.

Frogs dwell here and crickets too.

Ain't no ceiling, only blue.

Jays dwell here and sunbeams too.

Floors are flowers - take a few

Ferns grow here and daisies too.

Swoosh, whoosh - too-whit, too-woo

Bats dwell here and hoot owls too.

Ha-ha-ha, hee-hee, hoo-hoooo,

Gnomes dwell here and goblins too.

And my child, I thought you knew

I dwell here... and so do you 

By Sheldon Allan Silverstein
