Secondhand Lions - A Film Study
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Director: Tim McCanlies
Task 1. Exposition:

Where is this story taking place?  How can you tell?

________________________________________________________________________________________________
When does it take place?  How can you tell?

________________________________________________________________________________________________
Who is the protagonist?  How do you know?

________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the initial incident?  

________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the conflict?
________________________________________________
Task 2. Characterization: 

For each of the characters below, identify what they are like based on what they say, do, what other say about them, and how they look.
Characterisation – DANA

How do we learn about the characters?

Dialogue  
What do they say?

This could be revealed through what they say and how they say it? What language do they use? What do they talk about? What others say about the character?

Actions       
What do they do?  How do they respond to others?

Narration    
What does the author tell us, through the narrator?

                    
What do other characters tells us?

Appearance   How are they shown? Clothes? Mannerisms?      

	Who
	Dialogue
	Actions
	Narration
	Appearance

	Walter

	
	
	
	


	Who
	Dialogue
	Actions
	Narration
	Appearance

	Hub

	
	
	
	

	Garth 
	
	
	
	

	The relatives
	
	
	
	


Anthropomorphism
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“the interpretation of nonhuman things or events in terms of human characteristics, as when one senses malice in a computer or hears human voices in the wind.” 
In Encyclopædia Britannica. Retrieved September 11, 2009, from Encyclopædia Britannica Online School Edition: 

In the film the animal characters are anthropomorphised and help to comment on the action. An example of anthrophomorphism is when Mae accuses one of the dogs of “being fresh”. The literary equivalent of this is “personification”. Walter uses personification when he talks about Jasmine. 

Task 3. Personification

Describe how the lion, Jasmine, is personified by one or more of the characters when speaking about her. Provide the dialogue and explain the effect of the character speaking like this.  Explain what is learned about the situation or conflict.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Task 4. Symbols in the film: 

Symbols are used to represent ideas in the text. Some features such as the music and costumes have symbolic meaning.

Write several sentences per symbol, explaining how each has been used to convey an  important idea about the film’s themes and characters.
	Going out with your boots on
	the plane
	the photo
	The relatives
	The lion


	Symbol
	Meaning

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Task 5: FILM STYLE

How the director has told the story using various production techniques
What is the mood of the film as Walter meets his uncles for the first time?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does the director create the mood in this scene?  Identify camera angle, sound effects, or any other devices used to communicate how Walter is feeling.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
During the fight scene, how would you describe the speed of editing?  What effect does this have on how the action is perceived by the audience?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does the director make it clear that some events take place in the past, present, and far past?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mise en Scene describes what is framed in a particular shot and what is not.  Do you feel it is effective that Hub is not visible in the hospital scene?  Explain why or why not.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Quotes list Secondhand Lions
· “Walter, you’re gonna have to learn to trust people, or you’re gonna grow up bitter and disappointed.”

· “You want them to like me so they’ll die and leave us their money?”

· “Just find out where they stashed all that money, OK?”

· “Maybe we shoulda called first.” “No, older people just love surprises.”

· “We’re old dammit. Leave us alone.” “The last thing we need is some little sissy boy hanging around ...”

· “You’re gonna have to work on that smile while I’m gone, OK?”

· “No television? ... No telephone?”

· “We don’t know nothing about kids.” “If you need something find it yourself.” “Or better still learn to do without.”

· “We’re both getting’ old.” “Fixing to die any time.” “So if we kick off during the night.” “You’re on your own.”

· “We’re retired. Gardnin’ is what retired people do.”

· “We’re gardeners. This is what gardeners wear.”

· “Our classes started back in January. No one coulda possibly just started.”

· “She’s not there. She lied, again.”

· “Kid, it ain’t your fault you got a lousy damn mother.”

· “That loose widow woman always running around.” “Figured she’d muscle in.”

· “What’s the good of having all that money if you don’t spend it.”

· “A man’s body may grow old, but inside, his spirit may be as young as ever. Him, he had more spirit than twenty men.” 

· “Too restless for Texas.”

· “Those stories about Africa. They’re true aren’t they?” “Around my Mum all I hear is lies.”

· “If you want to believe something then believe it. Just because something ain’t true, there’s no reason you can’t believe it.”  
“Sometimes the things that may or may not be true are the things that a man needs to believe in the most. That people are basically good. There’s honour, courage and virtue in everything. That power and money, money and power, mean nothing. That good always triumphs over evil. I want you to remember this, that love, true love never dies...  Whether they’re true or not, you see, a man should believe in those things, because those are the things that are worth believing in.” 

· “You’re my uncle, I need you to stick around and be my uncle.” “Alright kid you win. I’ll stick around and be your damn uncle.”

· “This money look stolen to you?”

· “What? The bad guy gets filthy rich?”

· “the Sheikh ordered Hub down to the notorious dungeon of one thousand, three hundred and eighty seven tortures”

·  “I feel old and worn out.”  “You’ve been busy. Terrorising doctors and nurses, beating up teenagers, chasing after lions. You’ve had a full day.” “Won’t be long til the kid here can whup my ass. Won’t be long til I’ll be helpless in a fight. Useless.”

· “A coupla has-beens jabbering about the good old days. Those days are through and so are we.”

· “You don’t know a damn thing about airplanes.” “Yeah well I’m gonna learn.”

· “Since all that money’s stolen honey, you know we got a right to it just as much as they do.” 

· “Come on they’re old they’re gonna die soon anyway.”

· “You Mr Doubting Thomas? … You believe all that Africa crap?” “Yes, I do.”
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“Defend yourself.”

· “Looks like her heart gave out in all the excitement.”  “I think she’s smiling”

· “She died with her boots on, that’s the main thing – protectin’ her cub.” “She was a real lion wasn’t she, there at the end? A real jungle lion. A real Africa lion.”

· “She doesn’t deserve that kid, maybe we should get a lawyer.” 
· “He says he loves me.” “Has he hit you yet?” 
“You always think a new boyfriend solves everything.”

· “No more dangerous stuff.” “Do you expect us to die of old age?”

· “Two 90 year old pilots with no pilots’ licences.” “They went out with their boots on.”

Task 6:  Extended Response
	AGING
	BELONGING

	CONCERN FOR OTHERS 
	COURAGE AND BRAVERY

	DEATH AND DYING
	FAMILY

	LOYALTY
	MATERIALISM AND GREED

	RELATIONSHIPS
	ROMANTICLOVE

	STEREOTYPING
	TRUST AND HONESTY


Select one or more of the themes from Secondhand Lions. 
In one or more paragraphs, explain what the film explains or suggests about this theme and how it does this.  Use proper paragraph form and at least 7 sentences with a topic sentence and concluding sentence.  Use specific examples to back up your inferences.
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