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Expository Paragraphs

A paragraph is made of three parts:

Topic sentence
Supporting Sentences
Concluding sentence

Topic sentence:

Expresses the main idea
Must be something you can prove, 
explain, or show through description.
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Supporting Sentences

Body of the paragraph
Explain or support the topic
Use transitions to connect ideas

eg, first, more importantly, for example

Inference:  One sentence brings up a new 
idea, opinion, or supporting detail.

Grade 8 students make excellent baby sitters.  
Most grade 8 students have already taken care 
of younger brothers and sisters.  

Most Grade 8 Students
have time to babysit.



lesson 1.4 paragraphs.notebook September 16, 2014

Support: Following 
sentence gives evidence 
and detail to clarify.

Grade 8 students make excellent baby sitters.  
Most grade 8 students have already taken care 
of younger brothers and sisters.  I have a 
younger sister who I must watch after school 
each day.
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Concluding sentences

Summarize the main idea and 
feelings expressed in the 
paragraph.
Clincher to let the reader know the 
paragraph is done.
More than just restating the topic 
sentence. It is the last word, so 
make it strong and effective.
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Outlines

An effective outline can look like this:

a. Topic Sentence
b. Supporting sentences

1
2
3
4

c. Conclusion
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Effective Concluding Sentences
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